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Cigarettes and Cancer 


Most press services and rad‘os 
will not release news that might 
hurt the sensitive nerves of their 
multi-millionaire cigarette adver- 
tisers. Hence few ever hear of the 
reports of medical groups and sci- 
entists concerning the harm done 
to American health by the enor- 
mous amount of cigarette smok- 
ing that has now been foisted 
upon the American public by 
years of clever advertising. 

The American public hears much 
of the fund-raising campaigns to 
fight cancer but is allowed to hear 
very little of the evidence that 
the alarming increase in cancer is 
clearly parallel to the increase in 
cigarette smoking. 

Dr. Wm. Rienhoff of Johns Hop- 
king addressed a medical society 
meeting in Buffalo, N. Y., last Oc- 
tober and pointed to the increase 
of lung cancer among women as 
the vast increase of smoking 
among women developed. Also at 
a recent national convention of 
homeopathic doctors, a report was 
presented by Dr. J. D. Varney on 
the relation of the use of tobacco 
to cancer and heart diseases. 
Later, interviewed by a newsman, 
Dr. Varney said if he had his way, 
the nation’s cigarette manufactur- 
ers would have to close down their 
factories. He went on to say: 

“IT found that since the advent 
of cigarette smoking and the prac- 
tice of inhaling, the increase of 
certain types of cancer and heart 
trouble have increased about 
100%. There’s no doubt in my 
mind that the cigarette is to 
blame.” 

Pointing to a report carried in 
the American Medical Association 
Journal of July 1944, Dr. Varney 
called attention to the results of 
an experiment on the subject. He 
also referred to another treatise 
in a recent issue of ‘“‘The Diseases 
of the Chest” in which a New Or- 
leans chest surgeon wrote on can- 
cer of the lungs as one of the 
most frequent types of cancer, 
second only to cancer of the stom- 
ach in autopsy findings, pointing 
out that rejected inhalations of 
tobacco smoke produce chronic ir- 
ritations. He further noted that 
the incidence of bronchial cancer 
directly parallels the increase in 
cigarette sales. 

(continued on next page) 


eran aeres need to review the fact that the origin of the name 

itself is the Latin pro testari—to be a witness for. It is true that 
Protestants have been called upon through the past generations to 
protest against religious persecution, bigotry and spiritual and political 
tyranny. The voice of protestantism is still needed throughout the 
world in this task. But the mission of pro testari is also greatly 


needed. It’s not the heat of the flame that dispels darkness,—it’s the 
light! 


X-Ray and Forecast 


|: gen rermmaiee REBEL. One of the great hopes for a better 
world without war is the rebellion of so many nuclear scientists 
against the utilization of that science for the destruction of man. 

Many of the leading atomic scientists have been conducting vari- 
ous campaigns to wrest the control of the atom from the hands of 
politicians and the military and to arouse the mora! consciousness of 
the world to responsibility for atomic energy. 

The other great science that has been recently perverted to war 
preparation is bacteriology. It is with a prayer of thanksgiving that 
reports have been received of bacteriological scientists who are like- 
wise in rebellion. The military have shown that they are victims of 
traditional blindness; the statesmen are shackled to economic neces- 
sity and unrestrained nationalism. But many scientists are proving 
themselves to be stronger than both of these forces. May their cour- 
ageous words and deeds increase! 

Admitting that the individual scientist is still bound to the chains 
of national necessity and thus is not yet free to act in a drastic way to 
change the world’s trends,—the Fourth International Congress of 
Scientists specializing in bacteria and microbes met recently in Den- 
mark and issued strong protests against the development of bacterio- 
logical warfare. The Congress was attended by nearly a thousand of 
the world’s leading bacteriologists. Their statement in part: This 
body “considers such barbaric methods as absolutely unworthy of any 
civilized community and trusts that all microbiologists throughout the 
world will do everything in their power to prevent their exploitation.” 

Several of the leading scientists present considered the move as a 
turning point in the attitude of scientists toward the application of the 
fruits of science to destructive ends. 


| Admereniens was brought out in the Tokyo international tribunal, 

trying Japanese military leaders, that the Wall St. House of Mor- 
gan tipped off Japanese banks in advance concerning the American 
freeze of Japanese assets in 1941. Testimony was introduced that the 
Morgan officials had gotten their information from the State Depart- 
ment. Morgan officials deny the testimony, but it is well known that 
such matters are handled by special arrangement through outside 
contacts for such financial institutions so that no banking official can 
be made individually responsible. 


|= DUTCH AND BRITISH RAW RUBBER PRODUCERS, 
through their Wall St. associates, are bringing increasing pressure 
in Washington against the standing Government regulation requiring 


(continued on next page) 


Freight Cars 


Better railroad service is com- 
ing to America because better 
men, better thinking and a great- 
er sense of moral obligation is 
coming into the ranks of railroad 
management. Here’s a case in 
point: 

You have heard much of the 
freight car shortage in America 
with its disastrous influence on 
the movement of food and goods. 
In full page ads appearing in a 
few publications, Robert Young, 
millionaire mid-west investment 
banker and head of the C. & O. 
Railroad, who has been fighting 
Wall St. control of American rail- 
roads, has told one big reason why 
there is a shortage and how it 
could be remedied. States the 
C. & O. railroad chief: 

“There is at least one remedy 
that can be applied at once,—de- 
spite the steel shortage and other 
difficulties in car-building. This 
remedy requires no new equip- 
ment, no period of time to work 
out—nothing but an act of man- 
agement. 


“Lift what appear to be agree- 
ments between railroads that de- 
liberately slow down many freight 
trains! Here is an example. There 
are eight important routes by 
which you can ship ‘fast’ freight 
from California to Chicago. These 
routes vary in length as much as 
450 miles. But, curiously, the time _ 
schedule for each of the eight is 
exactly 118 hours—and 30 min- 
utes! 


“Similarly, scheduled freight 
trains moving west over the im- 
portant routes from Chicago to 
the Coast areas, despite great dif- 
ferences in terrain and mileage, 
take exactly 130 hours—on the 
nose! 

“Railroad men know that, in 
many instances, a whole day could 
be cut off these schedules between 
California and Chicago—if man- 
agements would simply order it. If 
that were done, on these routes 
and on others, it would ease the 
national car shortage at once! 

“There is good reason to believe 
that by lifting deliberate freight 
slowdowns, on the roads that still 
practice them, we could provide 
more cars this summer and fall 
than our shops can possibly build. 


(continued on next page) 





Cigarettes and Cancer 
(continued) 


Dr. Varney was particularly 
concerned with his theory on the 
harmful results of cigarette smok- 
ing on prospective mothers. “I 
have observeg that the newborn 
baby whose nother has smoked 
during pregnancy is very fretful 
after birth. I believe this is direct- 
ly due to the fact that the baby 
has been fed nicotine through the 
blood stream and at birth the 
stimulant is suddenly cut off. I 
don’t know that the nicotine poison 
forced into the unborn baby’s 
blood stream by a cigarette-smok- 
ing mother is the direct cause of 
many still births, but it certainly 
does give the baby a bad start in 
life,” continued Dr. Varney. 

A report to the American Can- 
cer Society, meeting at Duke Uni- 
versity in 1945, was read by Dr. 
Alton Ochsner of New Orleans, 
showing how cancer of the lungs 
increases with cigarette smoking. 
While the Northwestern Mutual 
Life Insurance Co. was quoted in 
The N. Y. Times on Oct. 3, 1946, 
as believing that the shortage of 
cigarettes in wartime might 
lengthen human lives. This firm 
stated that “long-term studies of 
large groups of policy-holders 
showed from 26% to 100% rises 
in death rates among heavy smok- 
ers in the 30 to 50 year age brack- 
ets ag compared with non-smok- 
ers.” 

But the advertising dollars of 
multi-millionaire cigarette manu- 
facturers has, for the most part. 
kept the press silent as far as the 
above facts are concerned. On the 
other hand, whenever the tobacco 
interests can dig up doctors and 
scientists who favor tobacco or are 
willing to discount its harmful] in- 
fluences, their opinions get wide 
hearing in the papers and maga- 
zines that are so largely depend- 
ent on cigarette advertising dol- 
lars for their revenues. 


Steel Indictments 


The Government, through the 
Federal Trade Commission, has 
charged the big steel corporations 
with illegal price fixing and using 
those trade practices that destroy 
competition. 

It is significant that these 
charges “ome at the time of a 
stee! famine with thousands of 
_ za businesses strangled by 
shortages that have been create ~ 
by monopolistic controls. The FTC 
churged that there was “a con- 
spiracy” to keep price quotations 
identical on steel. The result, the 
complaint maintained, was that 
consumers obtained none of the 
advantages of competitive selling. 

The chief target of the com- 
plaint was the basing-point system 
of prices—this means that sup- 
pliers quote the same prices 1e- 
gardless of the length of the 
freight haul,—it actually works 
out as though “all mills were un- 
der one ownership and control.” 

The FTC has given the groups 
named, beginning with U. S. Steel, 
twenty days to answer the com- 
plaint. A hearing has been set for 
Sept. 19 and might lead to a cease- 

(Continued on next page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


the use of stated amounts of synthetic rubber in the manufacture of 
tubber products, to protect the new American synthetic industry. But 
the synthetic product would probably never have been developed if 
the world rubber cartel had not hogged the market, boosted prices and 
tightened controls until it became impractical if not almost impossible 
for the U. S. to stock-pile rubber before the war. Uncle Sam does not 
want to be caught in such a position again. 


R FLicious TENSIONS in America are increasing because of the 

visit to the Balkans of a group of Protestant ministers headed by 
Dr. Guy Emery Shipler, distinguished Episcopal churchman and edi- 
tor. These men reported that in Yugoslavia and other eastern Euro- 
pean countries, religious freedom prevails far beyond the impression 
that has been given the American public. 

As these Protestant reports have been published, angry denials 
and denunciations have been made by members of the American Cath- 
olic hierarchy. 

Here is the background of the situation which has considerable 
long-range significance: In spite of its immense spiritual service to the 
world, the Roman Catholic Church has always been identified with the 
most reactionary elements of eastern Europe, and, as in Spain and 
elsewhere, has suppressed all free evangelical movements that would 
foster education for the masses and real religious equality. The history 
of the Baptists, for instance, who are the most numerous Protestant 
groups in eastern Europe, has been a continuous story of persecution 
aud suppression. 

It is also now a matter of well-known history that many European 
Catholic leaders gave considerable cooperation to the nazis and that 
the Vatican had a full and working concordat with Hitler which has 
not even yet been denounced or abrogated by the Vatican. Hence, 
during the nazi occupation of the eastern European countries, when 
the nazis in many instances were favored with the cooperation of the 
Catholic leaders, a great deal of bitterness against the church devel- 
oped among masses of the people ..... many of whom were them- 
selves faithful Catholics. 

When the Russians came, the control of the church over the poli- 
tical and economic life of these states was abruptly broken and, along 
with others, several Catholic leaders were arrested for collaboration 
with the Hitlerites. (When a noted Catholic clergyman was recently 
hanged in Czechoslovakia for collaboration, his guilt was so well- 
known that the Vatican did not even issue any serious protests or 
denials.) This removal of the Catholic Church from a place of control 
left the Protestants with greatly increased opportunities for worship 
and evangelism. 

In many places the Russians were brutal and rough, and in some 
other cases certain Soviet officials who personally still favored atheism 
endeavored to suppress all religion, but in the majority of instances 
real freedom of religion for Protestants came for the first time in 
generations. Catholic pressure has so dominated the news, however, 
that the American public has heard little of these developments. 

But spokesmen for the hierarchy in America are making a desper- 
ate effort to smear as a red any Protestant spokesman who tells what he 
has observed on this subject behind the “iron curtain.” And to the 
sham of the Protestant movement, far too many Protestants, either 
throw gi ignorance or indifference, are keeping a cowardly silence or 
im some instances are even being taken in by the smears. 

These Protestant reports do not in any way condone Russian 
dolitical or e: onomic policies,—they have spoken no words of de- 
‘ense, apology or favor for communism. They have simply told what 
the. have founc to be true,—that, in large portioas of eastern Europe, 
the control of the Catholic Church is ended and Protestants and 
Catholics alike are free to worship as they choose. 

THE N. Y. TIMES VERIFIES: These Protestant reports have 
had weighty support from a prominent writer of the N. Y. Times, 
James Reston, who has recently toured eastern Europe for his paper. 
It is to the credit of the Times that in printing the series of articles 
by Mr. Reston they have dared to run material so contrary to the 
usual censored and controlled press releases. 

Mr. Reston also condemns the political and economic methods and 
failures of the Communists, but he refers to the fact that the Russians 


(Continued on next page) 





Freight Cars 
(continued) 


And every car is desperately need- 
ed! An enormous harvest this year 
is now being piled in the fields— 
for want of cars.” 

There you have in a nutshell 
how real free enterprise hag been 
stifled and competition destroyed 
by the monopoly of most of Amer- 
ican railroads by a few banks in 
N. Y.,—and the story told by a 
man who is himself a leading 
banker,—but a banker who real- 
izes that free enterprise cannot 
survive unless it is for all and not 
for the few. Of course, Mr. Y. is 
labeled a ‘“‘red” in Wall Street! But 
he marks the coming of a new day 
in railroading. 


Manipulation of Polls 


Public opinion polls are read 
and quoted by all of us. Occasion- 
ally we have informed our readers 
that these polls are often manipu- 
lated by powerful interests to pro- 
tect their own position. Princeton 
University, conservative to the nth 
degree, recently published a re- 
port (which was entered in the 
Congressional Record by Sen. Glen 
Taylor) that amply demonstrates 
the use of the public opinion poll 
to influence public opinion rather 
than report it. The Princeton re- 
port, headed “Are Public-Opinion 
Polls Fair to Organized Labor?”, 
commented, ‘“Newspapermen who 
cover labor news are well aware 
that the total effect of polls on 
labor questions is to give the read- 
er an unfair impression of labor. 
If anyone doubts it, the evidence 
is overwhelming in this case study 
.... All the material on labor in 
the seven leading opinion polls 
was studied for 1940 to 1945.” 

The report continued: “The topic 
selected for polling frequently im- 
plies an anti-socia] attitude by la- 
bor. The phrasing of the question 
often suggests an unfavorable an- 
swer. The interpretation of the 
polls commonly gives labor the 
short end. 

“Of 155 questions, only eight 
dealt with favorable features of 
unionism, such as the protection 
and improvement of the lot of the 
working people. Of the rest, 66 
are neutral or doubtful, and 81 are 
concerned with union faults or 
propose restrictions. (Score 8 to 
81!—Ed.) 

The Princeton report stated fur- 
ther: “The questions then, to be- 
gin with, run strongly against la- 
bor .... Why no questions on 
whether unions help to protect the 
interests of the common people, 
whether they serve as .a useful 
counter-weight to the power of big 
business ?” 

In contrast, the article con- 
cludes, “Few indeed are the ques- 
tions to bring out the faults of 
business. There are questions on 
unions’ blame for strikes, but not 
on employers’ blame for sub-stand- 
ard wages or for unsafe conditions 
in coal mines, etc. 

“Even when an occasional poll 
touches the sensitive spots of big 
business, the question and the re- 
port are mild and cautious com- 
pared to those on labor.” 





Steel Indictments 
(continued) 


and-desist order enforceable in 
the courts. 

Since the iron and steel] industry 
ig “the basic industry of the na- 
tion,” the complaint alleged that 
the producers “have control of an 
extensive, continuous and highly 
valuable trade and commerce in 
iron and steel products among the 
several states.” 

To the extent that the producers 
“act collectively and collusively in 
the production and pricing of 
their goods, they are in a position 
to frustrate and destroy price 
competition among themselves and 
thereby to dominate and manipu- 
late the markets in which their 
unorganized customerg and con- 
sumers must buy such goods,” the 
complaint continued. 

The FTC said that evidence of 
this type of price action was to be 
found, in the increase in steel 
prices annourxed by the industry 
last month. July steel price in- 
creaseg ran from $5 to $7 a ton 
and were ordered into effect de- 
spite a request by the President 
that the companies hold off in- 
creases till the actual cost of the 
new coal wage agreement was 
determined with John L. Lewis 
and the United Mine Workers. 

The steel corporations are pre- 
paring publicity releases to coun- 
teract the unfavorable publicity 
resulting from the release of the 
FTC charges,—although the Gov- 
ernment reports were quite gen- 
erally suppressed. The steel cor- 
porations will endeavor to make 
the FTC charges a political issue, 
—the Administration being ac- 
cused of using this means to 
bring public disfavor upon those 
financial and industrial interests 
that have been behind the ultra- 
conservative action of the last 
Congress. It is important to re- 
member, however, that many of 
the figures in the FTC and in the 
Dept. of Justice are Republicans, 
—men who believe that the re- 
straint and control of greed 
among capitalists is the only way 
to preserve capitalism. 


Rubber, Too 


A criminal indictment was re- 
cently filed by the Federal Gov- 
ernment, through the Dept. of Jus- 
tice, against several important 
rubber corporations for having 
conspired to fix the prices of au- 
tomobile tires and tubes and set 
other trade practices on a uniform 
basis. 

The defendants were charged in 
general with having “held meet- 
ings and conferences at which 
prices and policies pertaining to 
the distribution and sale of tires 
and tubes were discussed, formu- 
lated and agreed upon” and with 
having communicated with one 
another orally from time to time 
as well as in writing to discuss 
and agree on prices and policies. 

The result of this alleged con- 
spiracy, according to the com- 
plaint, has been to suppress com- 
petition and restrain interstate 
trade in violation of the Sherman 
Act. 

(Continued in third column, this page) 


THEY WORK TOGETHER 
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Trying to confine war within the prison of international law without 
including his partners in crime has never been successful. For like other 
good gangster pals, they—hatred and greed—are always ready to 
“spring” their leader. Over and again we have tried to keep war behind 
international bars but his accomplices have always gotten him out, and 
then another rampage of lawlessness, destruction and death has swept the 
world. The United Nations is doing its best to get war under control 
from the political standpoint, but hatred and greed are spiritual prob- 
lems. That is why the voices oj Christian leaders throughout the world 
have frequently said that the United Nations must go deeper than poli- 
tics and economics. It must recognize that the basic controls of life are 
spiritual. 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


are not interfering with the lives of the people to the extent that the 
American public has been led to believe. Said Mr. R., in speaking 
of Poland: 

“There is general agreement in this capital that Soviet troops are 
not interfering with the political life of Poland. One sees them in the 
country working on their own new set of telephone lines across Poland 
into the Soviet zones of Germany, but they are not much in evidence 
elsewhere, and in the villages the priests report that they are not inter- 
fering with the rights of the people........So the situation here is 
not so black and white as it sometimes appears from abroad. The 
average nonpolitical Polish citizen is not much disturbed by the Gov- 
ernment and he is working hard.” 

The push toward war with Russia is being greatly accelerated by 
the deliberate program of exaggeration and propaganda carried on by 
the military and political leaders. The Russians are being fed an 
absurd stream of propaganda about the exploitation of the American 
worker and the extremes of dollar diplomacy while we likewise hear 
nothing but the worst concerning the Soviets. 

The only hope for peace is to instill truth into the streams of 
propaganda. The Protestant layman is especially responsible for those 
truths that vitally concern his own oppressed brothers. 


| aed DAY, NEW WORLD. Most of us need right now to make 

a deep and lasting change in our thinking. We have thought of 
the world as mostly the U. S., with Great Britain, France, Italy and 
the other western European countries crowding close about us, and the 


ponderous shadow of Russia rising just beyond our more immediate. 


(Continued on next page) 


Rubber, Too 
(continued) 


In addition to uniform price 
agreements, the defendants are 
also charged with having agreed 
on discounts, allowances and bo- 
nuses. Uniform warranties and ad- 
justment policies were likewise de- 
termined “for the purpose of elimi- 
nating price competition,” ac- 
cording to the complaint. 

The investigation of the rubber 
industry started in March of 1946, 
prompted “by numerous com- 
plaints from independent tire deal- 
ers and others concerning the pric- 
ing practices of tire manufactur- 
ers.” (Bold face ours—Ed.) 

Recent price cuts in tires and 
tubes came fourteen monthg after 
the investigation started and just 
when the investigation was mak- 
ing progress. Furthermore, the 
cuts occurred when a surplus of 
tires over demand had developed, 
—and some of the price reductions 
were absorbed by a reduction in 
dealers’ discounts. In other words, 
in protecting corporation profits, 
retail dealers were forced to take 
the losses on current stocks ac- 
cruing from price reductions. 


Warning 

Housing problems are important 
to all of us, for we all use hous- 
ing—one way or another. For 
many months Between The Lines 
has forecast for our readers the 
growing tensions and problems 
along this line and where these 
trends would lead. We have been 
encouraged to note that men whose 
background and viewpoint are re- 
spected in the highest business 
circles are beginning to share this 
concern. For instance, Edward 
Leech, editor of the Pittsburgh 
Press, a Republican, a conserva- 
tive spokesman for capitalism, has 
spoken out courageously recently 
on this subject. Said Mr. Leech 
in a report to the several papers 
with which he has connections! 

“It’s always unpleasant to see a 
friend heading toward trouble. But 
it’s seldom you can do anything 
about it. If you try to caution 
him, he usually pays no attention; 
or he gets resentful and you lose 
a friendship. 

“A lot of writers and newspa- 
pers lately have been warning the 
real estate interests or lobby that 
they’re headed for grief. But none 
seem to have made much impres- 
sion. 

“The real estate men have re- 
sented criticism. They take the at- 
titude that they are being picked 
on. Worst of all, they seem to 
have set their minds against any 
change, no matter how small or 
how obviously needed. This is too 
bad. Sure as the sun will rise to- 
morrow, there will be trouble for 
the real estate men unless they 
wake up and get more responsive 
to public opinion. 

“Tenants aren’t all angels, by 
any means. Many of them have 
been pretty arrogant and defiant 
because they were being protected 
against rent raises and eviction. 
Some have been destructive; oth- 
ers have been downright nuisances. 

“Real estate owners have had to 


(continued on next page) 








Warning 
(continued ) 


take a lot of abuse. Also, at a time 
when everything else was going 
up— including all factors that have 
to do with maintaining rental 
property—their income was froz- 
en. But, on the other hand, the 
great mass of American citizens 
have also been having troubles— 
and the biggest of these has been 
the housing shortage. It bears di- 
rectly and painfully on more peo- 
ple than does any other factor of 
our postwar life. It has made 
many people so irritable and re- 
sentful that they are in a danger- 
ous mood. 

“And here — unfortunately for 
themselves—the real estate inter- 
ests have stepped in with eyes 
that refuse to see and ears that 
refuse to hear. Granting that 
many government efforts have 
been bungling and unsound, the 
intent at least was good. And the 
real estate men might have help- 
ed to correct and guide and mod- 
ify them. Instead, they have given 
the appearance of unbending and 
unreasoning opposition to any 
change. 

“In this they have been like the 
union leaders, who might have es- 
caped the Taft-Hartley bill had 
they been willing to admit that a 
union ever could be wrong, and 
that some modest reforms might 
be in order. Or the utility inter- 
ests, or the Stock Exchange— 
which took the same attitude un- 
til the people finally slapped them 
down. ... They have even accused 
Sen. Taft of sponsoring Socialism 

-because he’s one of the authors 
of a housing bill which involves 
public assistance. When you’re so 
dead set against change that you 
look on Sen. Taft as a Socialist 
for suggesting it, then — well, 
words fail me. 

“The building industry has been 
unsuccesful over the years in pro- 
viding low-income housing. Sens. 
Taft, Wagner and Ellender pro- 
pose government help in this field. 
The real estate men are solidly 
against it. They fought for scrap- 
ping rent controls—knowing that 
this might mean unconscionable 
raises in many cases. They fought 
to end all building controls—know- 
ing that this would send scarce 
materials into many structures 
less needed than homes. 

“They shout for private enter- 
prise. Yet recently in Pennsylva- 
nia they fought legislation which 
would let insurance companies 
which have vast funds crying for 
investment—use them in building 
projects. Having failed to provide 
houses and to modernize practices 
in the construction and financing 
of building, they have fought 
every effort of other interests 
public or private—to do _ these 
things. 

“This can’t go on. It will lead 
to an explosion. The American 
people are going to get houses at 
rents they can pay—or do some- 
thing drastic about it. The real 
estate men had better rock with 
the blow—try to temper and in- 
fluence the inevitable changes—or 
they’re setting to get their heads 
knocked off.” 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


arena. The rest of the world,—China, India, Malaya, Burma, and the 
other parts of Asia, we have thought of merely as indistinct, inarticu- 
late and rather unimportant outer parts of the world. 

That picture has now gone forever out of date with the rush of an 
express train. 

We are still an important part of the world, of course,—with 
little Britain, France, Italy, and the others on the fringe of our own 
immediate horizon ..... but the world that is awakening,—potenti- 
ally overwhelming, powerful, increasingly articulate,—is the world of 
Asia. And unfortunately for us, and due to our own blindness and 
blundering,—Russia stands with Asia. 

It is the emergence of India that has made this transition become 
so dramatically and drastically important. In fact, two large new states 
have suddenly arisen. The Moslem state of Pakistan—with over 90 
million people,—and Hindustani with its 300 million. 

Two huge nations are coming to life, each vaster than most exist- 
ing nations. Together, they have a population as great as all of 
Europe and greater than that of the whole western hemisphere, and 
their awakening symbolizes the end of yesterday's world,—the world 
in which the United States emerged and has lived. 

What is still more important,—never before has such a transi- 
tion come without war. 

For generations historians have taught and militarists have in- 
sisted that war was a necessary evil in the evolution of the state and 
human society. 

But now one of the greatest changes in human history has been 
fostered and completed without war. The rioting and street violence 
that is played up in the press is only the froth on the deep silent 
sweep of the waves of change. Even a civil war, which could con- 
ceivably break out in India, would be incidental to the fact that these 
two great states have gathered themselves together, swept aside the 
long established grip of conquest,—have organized themselves for 
self-government and have become established without resort to or- 
ganized violence. Such an achievement cannot be measured yet,—but 
it will be measured in the future when men of the West will reflect 
upon the time when they first began to realize that war was not neces- 
sary to man’s development but an evil disease actually frustrating and 
perverting man’s progress. 

The people of Asia, such as the Chinese and the Hindus, centuries 
ago renounced war as a national policy. The soldier in much of Asia 
has long been considered little higher than a beggar or a bandit. 

The next century will not be “the American century” that so 
many of our own extreme nationalists have been talking about. In the 
face of these new events, such talk is callow and immature. We will 
never be able to dominate and control these nations upon nations of 
awakened people. Already the new Hindu government has proclaimed 
a “Monroe Doctrine” for Asia. It was this proclamation that shook 
the Dutch into realizing that they could never again really control 
Indonesia and provoked them to commit their final violent acts in 
the suicide of Imperialism. , 

We can cooperate with the people of Asia, drop our absurd and 
adolescent mantle of race superiority and, by working with them in a 
spirit of Christian goodwill and on democratic economic principles, 
have a golden century of world-wide friendliness and prosperity. 
Such an achievement would take no more time than another world 
war and would cost infinitely less. In fact, it would earn enormous 
commercial dividends. ° 

But we can’t inaugurate that kind of a century by hogging all the 
oil in the world for British-American control, by maintaining a strictly 
British and American monopoly on all strategic waterways (with the 
Dutch and French as our stooges) and thus controlling world trade, 
—and by doing the many other things we have been guilty of in our 
effort to keep it a white man’s world. 

All these out-of-date policies are playing into the hands of 
Russia. While we keep ourselves blinded with our own propaganda, 
Russia continues to champion the rights of the colored peoples. Even 
in China, in spite of civil war, Russia is succeeding in winning the 
attention and sympathy of millions of the young Chinese away from 
the American and British backed Chiang government. 

These issues make up much of the inner tensions now between 
Russia and the U. S. 


Conscription Propaganda 


A Congressional committee re- 
cently declared, in a surprising 
and important report, that the 
War Department has been violat- 
ing on a large scale the Federal 
law forbidding government agen- 
cies to spend money to influence 
legislation in Congress. 

Most members of the committee 
are conservatives and friendly to 
the Army, but they sternly ques- 
tion the methods used in its prop- 
aganda drive for peacetime con- 
scription. They have asked the 
Justice Department to “stop this 
illegal expenditure of public 
money.” 

This report, which received very 
little attention in news dispatches, 
describes Army “activities calcu- 
lated to stimulate public demand 
upon Congress for legislation for 
universa] military training.” 

Publicity personnel are employ- 
ed by the War Department—at 
$25 per day plus expenses—to tour 
the country at the taxpayers’ ex- 
pense, conduct radio panels, speak 
to groups wherever and whenever 
they can be assembled, according 
to the report. These civilian-em- 
ployees of the War Department 
take with them material prepared 
by the War Department, distrib- 
ute it to participants in radio dis- 
cussions and urge audiences to 
write their Senators and Congress- 
men to vote for the conscription 
bill. 

The committee revealed that the 
War Department also has a “Wo- 
men’s Interest Unit” to prepare 
publications for women’s organi- 
zations and individuals, all of 
course boosting conscription. There 
is also an “advisory council,” 
sponsored by the War Depart- 
ment, made up of “representatives 
of leading women’s groups, includ- 
ing church, labor, education and 
professional women’s clubs.” This 
council also spreads conscription 
propaganda. 

Here’s the sort of thing the War 
Department prints for suggested 
radio talks: “The opposition to 
universal military training is not 
based on fact, but on such gener- 
alities as democracy, morals, edu- 
cation and pacifism. The chief 
opponents are parents, church 
groups, educators, subversive 
groups and a large section of the 
public which does not think.” 

As one editor has commented, 
“Apparently the generals do not 
think such things as ‘democracy, 
morals, parents and church groups’ 
are worth considering or have 
anything to do with ‘facts.’”’ 

There are few propaganda cam- 
paigns in today’s world that ex- 
ceed in misrepresentation of facts, 
out-of-date theories—military and 
otherwise-—that which is being put 
out by official War Department 
agencies to create favorable pres- 
sure for passage of the conscrip- 
tion law. 


The higher auto prices are being 
attributed to increased labor costs 
but a report in the U.S. News 
shows that labor costs have gone 
up 12% while materials have in- 
creased from 22% to 43%. 





